
  

 

 

 

 

 Roach Lake Auto-tow and camping this weekend – 

weather pending.  A 

decision will be made on 

Friday at 2 pm, with mass 

email notification and 

update on Safaris page of website..  

Should be a great weekend for all.  

 The banquet was a great success.  

Thanks to all that helped bring it together.  Gus picked a great location.  

George Caldwell received the Biesemeyer award for his dedication, 

efforts and great lattes on behalf of the club. 

 Thanks go to Lex and all the volunteers that put in their time Saturday 

and Sunday last month for the annuals and maintenance work on the 

planes. 

 Reminder, you must have the new "Plastic" pilots' certificate in your 

possession, on your person or in the aircraft with you when you fly.  Along with the 

proper gov't issued photo identification card. (State Driver's License or state or federal 

issued identification card) 

 

 

 

First a BIG HUGE THERMAL THANK YOU to everyone that helped with the annual inspections on the 

club gliders. What was planned as a one day event quickly turned into two days with the harsh winds on 

Saturday. General walk around checks were conducted by Lex on Saturday, but it quickly became evident 

with the cold winds and blowing dust that taking gliders apart in the open was not in the best interests or 

safety for both the workers or the club equipment. It was decided to reconvene on Sunday. Shop work that 

could be done inside on Saturday to prepare for Sunday was completed. 

 

We all realize that not everyone can spend two days at the club. Thanks to those that showed on Saturday 

and made a special effort to be there. Thanks to those that showed on Sunday and quickly dug into the 

work to be done. The available work crews were self delegated into teams, moving from glider to glider 

assembly line fashion. Work teams prepared gliders for inspection and Lex was able to move from glider 

to glider, inspect, effect repair where needed, and the work teams completed the task replacing interiors 

and general clean up. 

 

All in all, 4 club gliders and 2 private gliders were completed in about 8 hours work. We have some 

punch list items to take care of through the summer as our cash flow improves. Again, thanks to all that 

participated either on Saturday or Sunday, or both. I've asked Jay to ensure proper work credits are tallied 

for both days. 

 


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We welcome all 

members and 

visitors to check 

out our website at 

www.lvvsa.org 





 

[Type sidebar content. A 

sidebar is a standalone 

supplement to the main 

document. It is often 

aligned on the left or right 

of the page, or located at 

the top or bottom. Use 

the Text Box Tools tab to 

change the formatting of 

the sidebar text box. 

Type sidebar content. A 

sidebar is a standalone 

supplement to the main 

document. It is often 

aligned on the left or right 

of the page, or located at 

the top or bottom. Use 

the Text Box Tools tab to 

change the formatting of 

the sidebar text box.] 

APRIL 2010 

We welcome all 
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visitors to check our 

webpage often to 

see updates and 

keep informed.   
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Our cash flow is down, but we are doing ok. Weather in February and early March hurt some flying days 

which impacts the cash flow. Some long time members have chosen not to renew, either from moving 

away or changes in their own personal family lives or work schedules. We miss them and welcome them 

back at any time. We have picked up a few new members this spring and every week we are fielding 

inquiries about membership and learning to fly gliders. So there is still growth coming to us.  

 

Our next big expense is our club insurance due later in April. Jay will have the details at the club meeting 

this Saturday. 

 

We are quickly approaching the summer season and we encourage new members and students that 

summer flying is fun but the thermal conditions make it harder to learn. Instructors, tow pilots and 

students take summer vacations and soaring safaris, limited instruction is available. Fall and winter is our 

training season. Join now and get what they can with the understanding of limited capability, or wait to 

fall. It's all good!! 

 

See you on Saturday... Fly Safe, Fly High, Fly Far 

Bill 

 

FOO AND TOW SCHEDULE 

DAY  DATE  TOW  FOO  NOTES  

Sat  3 April  Brandt  Brooksbank  
 

Sun  4 April  Jensen  Wohlwil l 
 

Sat  10 April  Banos  Theurer / McDaniel  
Club Meeting -  10 am West 
side of airport  

Sun  11 April  Blood  Wynhoff    

Sat  17 April  Dvorchak  Blood  Roach Lake autotows  

Sun  18 April  Holden  McDaniel  Roach Lake autotows  

Sat  24 April  Tisdale  Morse  
 

Sun  25 April  Gough  Brooksbank  
 

 

 

Weak Links é 

The launch process goes quickly.  The tow plane is waiting, there is a dual stage behind 

you, and a glider pilot just decided to come back early and called entering a 45 to downwind.  Just about 

then, the wing runner dashes to the cockpit where you are sitting and flashes the link in front of you.  You 

glance at it, give him the thumbs-up, and down he goes for hook-up.  When you are ready, you trade 

rudder waggles with the tow pilot, the pilot goes full throttle, and off you go! 

But climbing through 250 feet, you hit an unseen dust devil … after the atmospheric thump, the weak link 

breaks - there’s another glider launching behind you, and a third trying to land behind him … OR … all 

goes well, and you are off to a beautiful day of soaring. 

Schedule 

Safety 

Corner 



Which scenario do you prefer?  Obviously, the latter!  So how do you ensure, as much as possible, that 

the second scenario plays out? 

What did you REALLY see when you inspected the weak link?  How much of the link did you inspect? 

How much of your inspection was based upon the fact that the previous glider launched normally with 

that very link? 

A few rope basics.  The weak link material we use is three-strand, ¼” diameter polypropylene 

monofilament rope, rated at 1250# tensile strength.  Recalling the required rope (or link) strength as 

mandated by the CFRs [14 CFR 91.309(a) (3) for you regs folks], the rope must not break at less than 

80% of glider MOW, but it should break past 200% of glider MOW.  Suffice it to say, this link material 

satisfies the requirements for all our aircraft (except the Janus, which has a separate weak link). 

Links and ropes wear with time.  Constant use (especially “rodeo tows” that continually stretch the link 

fibers), dragging across the pavement, exposure to UV, continual changing of the links, and age do their 

part to wear out links.  So, it is incumbent upon all of us to check the link 

thoroughly prior to hook-up.  

So … what to look for?   

- The link:  First, consider the link to be the combination of the rope from 

the metal ring (TOST or Schweitzer) to the front end of the towrope splice.  Ask 

the wing runner to hold the ring in one hand and the towrope (past the tow rope 

splice) in the other hand.  A good guideline is that the rope / link should not 

have broken or frayed fibers in any single region that exceed more than 1/3 of 

the rope diameter, or the equivalent of one of the three strands.  

- The color: rope color is a good indicator of age.  A nice bright yellow link means the link is fairly 

new and has not seen the use of a more faded yellow link.  While this is a good indication of a good link, 

you should still inspect the link thoroughly. 

- The ring:  should not be bent, have cracks in the steel, or joined by a weld.  The TOST link should 

be one circular ring and one oval ring (circular ring goes into the hitch), not two circular rings.  Likewise, 

it should be the proper link for the aircraft! 

- The ring / rope interface:  the link material that goes through the ring should be intact.  There may 

be some flattening of the fibers, but the fraying should be minimal (less than 1/3 of the effective rope).  

The clear plastic tubing around the ring starts out as transparent, but it will embrittle and become opaque 

over time and UV exposure.  This is an important inspection point because once opaque, it may obscure 

significant rope fraying in a high-stress area. 

- Link splicing:  both splices of the link (i.e., both ends) should have approximately 3” of splice (or 

more).  While the end of the splice may appear to be frayed, it’s normally just the end of the rope strand 

untwisting (and poses no hazard).  (I usually heat / melt the ends of the rope prior to weaving to prevent 

this frayed appearance.) 



- The link / towrope interface:  this area gets lots of wear, primarily because of pavement wear on tow 

plane landings.  This is the reason the wiffle ball is on the rope, and it should be just ahead of the interface 

to protect the interface from pavement wear.  While it isn’t critical, the wiffle ball should be up next to the 

link / tow rope interface, but it should also be moveable to allow your inspection of the rope or link the 

wiffle ball may be covering. 

- The towrope splice:  This is a high wear area and gets quite frayed.  When it has degraded from a 

rope to a “fuzzy snake” condition, it is getting near the point where we will change the tow rope.  If you 

have a question, query one of the instructors.  (There is an option to cut off that portion of the towrope 

and re-splice, but the fuzzy snake appearance is normally an indicator that the rest of the rope has had 

better days as well.) 

- Always ask for another link if you do not like what you see!! 

Final thoughts:  if you can, inspect the link prior getting into the glider.  If you are the FOO or a wing 

runner, inspect the links as well.  If you see deficiencies, highlight them to the pilot (and have a spare link 

on you).  Better yet, inspect the link before you put it on, and attach a better one if you think it’s 

questionable. Take the questionable link to one of the instructors and they will retire the link and make a 

new replacement.  This goes for the tow pilot on the tow plane side of the rope, too! 

This will enhance safety for everyone! 

Boomer 

Chief Pilot 

 

 

 

 

1Our VP, Gus Palmquist, landing in UF 2 Dave Heffel soloed in 2-33 SoarCow 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3Dave's Solo bath 

4 Bill Getting ready to Tow 

5 Dave's Solo Bath 2 

6 Landing Celebrations 


