
  

 

 

 

 

ü Club meeting is June 12 at 10:00 am.  Please mark your 

calendars and plan on attending.  The best way to stay on 

top of club activities, events and updates is to attend 

these meetings or please read the minutes posted on the 

website each month. 

ü The club is STILL in need of FOO volunteers.  Just one look at the schedule 

below will show you how we need you to make this club work well. 

ü It is time for a club picnic this Saturday.  Ok it's actually going to be around 105 

degrees so it may not be the ideal day, really it's just because I'm in town this 

weekend and want to see everyone!  So, bring some food to throw on the 

barbeque and the libations of your choice and we'll have a good time.  If it 

is absolutely, ridiculously miserably hot maybe we can all just go to a restaurant 

instead.  Maybe an RV or two will show, tooéSee you there,   Jim Archer 

ü Its oil and tire change time for the Pawnee!  Please check your schedules to see if 

you can come in this Saturday about 9 am to be of assistance.  The better the hands to help, the quicker we can 

get to flying for the day. 
ü Reminder to check around and see if you have seen or are silently harboring the lovely 2-33 seat cushions.  They 

are gray fabric with a cut out seat for the control stick.  Other cushions will damage some of the plastic parts in 

the plane. 

ü JABOG ï Some LVVSA folks will be having soaring fun in Tonopah 19-26 June.  Towplane 

will still be available at Jean but we may be short of instructors.  Call ahead! 

 

FOO AND TOW SCHEDULE 

DAY  DATE  TOW  FOO  NOTES  

Sat  29 May  Dvorchak  Theurer / Wohlwill  
 

Sun  30 May  Holden  Wohlwill    

Sat  5 June  Tisdale  Wohlwill  
 

Sun  6 June  Jensen  McDaniel  
 

Sat  12 June  Brandt  Wynhoff  
Clu b Meeting -  10 am West 
side of airport  

Sun  13 June  Dvorchak  Theurer / Brooksbank    

Sat  19 June  Jensen  ??? (JABOG)  
 

Sun  20 June  Dvorchak  Brooksbank  
 

Sat  26 June  Tisdale  ??? (JABOG)  
 

Sun  27 June  Holden  Morse  
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We welcome all 

members and 

visitors to check 

out our website at 

www.lvvsa.org 
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Please be sure and 

check updates on the 

website.  Often 

pictures from various 

events are posted as 

well as board meeting 

minutes. 
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Summer may have been delayed.. but it is fast upon us now. We've lost a lot of spring training 

to excessive winds, but those that have been able to fly should be very proficient in cross 

winds. Temperatures are normally over 100 before Memorial Day when we barely made it to 

95F. But this weekend the forecast is 104F and climbing. 

 

Please pay attention to all around you, summer sun, sun block, appropriate hat, and stay hydrated! A large 

contributor to glider landing accidents at the end of the day is dehydration effects on pilot judgment. If you don't 

feel up to the challenge before you launch, thinking you'll feel better in the cooler air at 10,000 ft, just remember 

you'll be struggling in the HOT stuff at 7,000 ft trying to climb and not feeling that good at take off is not a good 

place to be. And then two hours later when you are ready to land, you'll feel the cockpit heat up as you descend, 

keep drinking while flying. 

 

Summer flying means being on top of your game, and that includes on top of your hydration. Summer thermals are 

strong, gusty and gutsy. I've seen thermals spit me out because I could not turn into them, they would not let me 

lower the wing to turn into it. I've been pushed sideways 3-4 feet (estimated) in the tow plane by a sudden side gust. 

 

Any special soaring plans for the summer? Badge Legs, complete the "B", "C" or "Bronze" requirements? Make 

plans early and know what your instructors schedule is. Please, no surprises when you get to Jean. Your instructor 

may have other plans, for you or for himself. If you are going for Silver or Gold, study the rules and ask questions 

of those that have gone before you. We call those people, experienced... and also "mentors". Again, don't surprise 

your mentor with last minute task planning. Work it out ahead of  

time. 

 

Also with summer come those family vacations. Travel safe, enjoy the trip, and don't push to get back. Vacations 

are for "rest and recovery". We all want to see you safely back home. 

Bill  

 

The Pawnee does a lot of work for the club, and so do the 

club volunteer tow pilots.  The seat cover was failing, 

cracking and the cushioning was shot. Not a comfortable 

place to be on a hot summer day. 

  

Our thanks to George Caldwell for finding a company for us and working with them 

to get the seat recovered.  A lot of people were involved, a true "club effort". Jay got 

the seat to town, George picked it up from Jay and got it to the upholstery company 

and delivered it back to Rob, who then got the seat back to Jean. All within a week 

and no down time for the club. 

  

Next time you get a chance, peek into the Pawnee cockpit and take a look. Initial reports from a couple of pilots.. 

"It sits well too."  Next up.. new seat belts for the Pawnee and Tweety. 

 

From Jim Wynhoff 

42 Lima from Uniform Fox 
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Safety information submitted by Jay McDaniel. 

Pilots should realize that the biggest threat zone is IMMEDIATELY in front of them and 

concentrate on watching that zone. Refresh on good scanning and refocusing techniques to 

overcome your eyeballsô trend to auto-unfocus to about seven feet.  This is called empty-field myopia. 

.http://www.langleyflyingschool.com/Pages/Human%20Factor--Empty-Field%20Myopia.html is one link on the 

topic . . .  Full article follows: 

Empty-Field Myopia  

Two airplanes, a Piper and a Cessna, were flying straight and level on a cross-country flight at an altitude 

of 1500ô AGL.  Neither airplane was under radar contact.  Visibility conditions were seven miles in haze.  

The two airplanes collided almost directly head-on.  There were no survivors. 

Analysis: 

¶ The haze conditions produced empty-field myopia in both pilotsô eyes.  Therefore, each airplane 

appeared smaller and more distant than it actually was.  With limited visibility, the danger did not 

become apparent until it was too late for evasive action.  

¶ Since the frontal area of the airplane profile is small, an airplane viewed directly from the front 

shows little relative movement.  Hence, detection by either pilot was difficult (Transport 

Canadaôs Human Factors For AviationðBasic Handbook, Pp. 77-78)  

A pilot who experiences empty-field myopia is a pilot who is unable to see an aircraft in the distance, 

despite the unrestricted visibility. 

  

To see something, the lens of the eye must be capable of physically focusing light from the object on the 

retina.  To do this, the eye must be stimulated by an image.  If the eye lacks this stimulation, the lens 

shifts to a resting state some three to five feet away. 

  

When the sky is featurelessðas is the case with unrestricted visibility, with hazy conditions, or dark night 

conditionsðyou effectively become near-sighted when you look out the windows as your eyes tend to 

resort to their natural resting state. 

  

To counter empty-field myopia, it is a good practice to focus quite frequently on your own aircraft wing 

tips.  Also, when scanning, focus on distant visible objects or outlines at or near the horizon, stimulating 

the eyes to establish long-distance focal points. 

  

Consider that a target (another aircraft) on a collision course appears fixed and increasing in size to the 

observer.  Changes in size are difficult to perceive, so a pilot who observes any fixed target should first 

immediately alter course, then assess its direction. 

  

Safety 

Corner 

http://www.langleyflyingschool.com/Pages/Human%20Factor--Empty-Field%20Myopia.html
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Pictures from Jim Wynhoff, Jim Archer, Jay and Robin McDanielôs trip to Lone Pine over Memorial Day weekend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Memorial Weekend Pictures at Jean 

 


